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identified. But fortunately Granville found that the funeral
of Louis Philippe had not been attended by the Royal
Family, and the impending danger was averted.

This time she would not open Parliament and called
almost sharply for the text of the new Irish Education Bill.
Its prospects were uncertain ; and though the Queen " much
regrets the difficulties which have so unexpectedly arisen &
still hopes that the Govt will have such a majority as will
esable them to go on," she asked almost eagerly " what wld
Mr. Gladstone call a too small majority ? " He answered
grimly that they would go on " with any majority however
small " and received with becoming humility a royal caution
against giving way to " natural annoyance and disappoint-
ment/' But he was looking forward to the end of his life's
task and expressed a hope that " an honourable path would
be opened for his retirement." The path was duly opened
by the House of Commons. The Government was beaten,
and the Prime Minister resigned. But unhappily Disraeli
did not see his way to take his place ; for a prolongation of
the Government's inglorious existence was more likely to be
followed by a sweeping Opposition triumph at the next
election. There was a flurried interval of Palace interviews ;
and Disraeli's skilful handling of the cards did nothing to
heighten Gladstone's esteem for his great competitor, since he
wrote with marked distaste to Granville of " the artful
dodger." So the Prime Minister was bound once more on
the official wheel; and it revolved with the diminishing
velocity of a failing Government.

The royal courtesy was still unchanging ; his health was
still an object of the Queen's solicitude ; but they avoided
dangerous subjects, and possibly the half-seen prospect of an
early parting eased their relations. Now there was nothing
much for them to disagree about; and they could share the
joke when a Persian; dignitary told him that " the name of
Lord Palmerston is remembered in Persia as associated with
a sense of apprehension.". She was most sympathetic, when
the Cabinet got into further difficulties that summer, and